NHD - Expert Interviews
If you can’t find a primary source person to interview about your topic, you need to locate an expert and interview them, most likely through e-mail.

Finding an expert

· If there is a museum related to your topic, the curator or director is a possible expert.

· Some who wrote a book about your topic would be considered an expert.

· A university history professor who specialty is related to your topic would be an expert.

· Look at universities’ history department websites.  They usually list professor’s and their areas of expertise, along with e-mail addresses.

Once you have located an expert/s (find several if possible because they may not respond), you need to e-mail them and politely ask for an interview.  Use the following wording for your request.


Dear  (Mr., Ms., Dr.) ____________________,


My name is _________________ and I am an 8th grade student at St. Luke Middle School in Columbus, Georgia.  I am conducting research for a National History Day 
project and would like to interview you about my topic, ______________. This year’s theme is Exploration, Encounter and Exchange in History.  I would like to   ask you 4-5 questions about my topic.


Thank you very much for your consideration.


Your name/s – your e-mail address


(If you are in a group, change everything to plural.  We….names… are)

Once someone has agreed to an interview, thank them politely and include your questions.


-Don’t ask who, what, where, when questions.  You should already know those details.  
-Ask their opinion about various aspects or your topic. (Ex. Why do think Shirley Temple 
was an important figure in history?)

Once they have responded with answers, please send a follow-up e-mail thanking them for their help.  Remember…..you represent St. Luke School, a student in my class, and your family!

GOOD LUCK!
